ao^                              STORM  OVER  THE  LAND
made no headway in stopping die Northern invaders, who seemed to have
saved their fury for South Carolina. Sherman wrote later of noticing that
Ms men were determined to visit on South Carolina 'the scourge of war in
its worst form*, and of his conclusion that "we would not be able to restrain
our men as we had done in Georgia'. Troops of the 2nd Minnesota heard
Kilpatrick, the cavalry head: 'There'll be damn little for you infantrymen to
destroy after I've passed through that hell-hole of secession.' This from
Kiipatrick just after the crossing of the Savannah River, when torpedoes
Hiking the roadway had exploded, killing and wounding several soldiers.
Troops of the I5th Corps were heard to say: 'Here is where treason began
and, by God, here is where it shall end.* Officially Sherman's orders, as in
Georgia, were against wanton violence and destruction, but they were not
repeated now. He wanted terror and proceeded to achieve it. His theory was
that South Carolina more than any other State had instigated the war, had
welcomed It when it began, had asked for what it was now to get, 'a bellyful
ofwar*.
At the start of this march Sherman wrote to a lifelong friend, a Baltimore
woman: 1 will enter Carolina not as they say with a heart bent on desolation
and destruction but to vindicate the just powers of a government which
received terrible insults at the hands of the people of that State/
Undoubtedly Ms men went farther in robbery, violence, and vicious
capers than he cared to have them, but their toils and marches, their readiness
for hardship and fighting, were such that Sherman could not bring himself
to penalize them. For himself he slept in a tree one night of flood, another
night on a hard board church pew, living mostly as plain as any private.
More than once he threatened to send the 8th Missouri to die rear for punish-
ment, but knowing their valour over and again in battle, he said: 'I would
have pardoned them for anything short of treason.'
Foragers stripped the country of many farm buildings, farm animals,
fences, much property, and food of all descriptions. The railroads were torn
up, and weather permitting, bridges burned, cotton bales set blazing, vacant
dwellings and barns fired. Looters and 'bummers' (as the South called
Sherman's men) stole jewellery, watches, and silverware, smashed pianos
and shattered mirrors, though the extent and the manner of these outrages
became an issue of veracity as between Northern and Southern witnesses.
Eighteen Union soldiers were found with papers fastened to them reading
Death to foragers*, some throats slit from ear to ear. Kilpatrick came
sfDmiog to Sherman about this; the order from Sherman was to 'kill man
for m&f.mi to mark the bodies in the same style,
It was ifeartbreak time irr South Carolina. The rains fell on the drooping
Spanish,mcm of fcltve oaks., ,,